Objective: To examine the Pullman Strike, women In
the labor movement, and the Triangle Fire.
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“SIT DOWN AND READ. EDUCATE YOURSELF FOR THE COMING
conFLicTs. "—Mary Harris “Mother” Jones (18307-1930).
orator, union organizer and hell-raiser.
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Pullman Strike —(1893) George Pullman cut the salaries of
hisworkers at his railroad car factory.

- However, the rent in company owned houses raimained the

same. @
- Therefore, the workers went on strik
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Jennie Curtiss, a Pullman wor ker for five yearswr ote:

My father worked for the Pullman Comp years.
Last summer he was sick for three months, ancH ember he
died. At the time of his death we owed the Company about
sixty dollarsfor rent. | was working at the time and they told me |

would have to pay that rent, give whatl c every pay-day, until
It was paid. | did not say | wo @@bm thought rather than
be thrown out of work | would any atime | have drawn
nine and ten dollars for two s'work, paid seven dollars for my
board and given the remaining two or three dollars
on the rents, and | fifteen dollars. Sometimes when |
could not possihly gi anything [because her wage was cut
from $.90to $. %&tion of carpet], | would received slurs and
Insults fro s in the bank, because Mr. Pullman would not

give me enoughyn return for my hard labor to pay the rent for one
of hishouses and live.
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S e S R S by the workers. There were no

Pramy mEr e R Wage cuts for managers or personnel
nd there were no reductionsin

/ stockholder dividends. There was a

rent reduction--for shopkeepers only.

Yet, the Pullman Palace Car

Company at the time of the strike had

2 a $27,000,000 surplus, capitalization

N0l of $30,000,000 and a quarterly

Total . s dividend of $600,000 in three months.
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1894 — A federal judge issued an injunction against the
workers, forcing them back to work. ~N
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Women in the L abor

M ovement
N
- By 1840, o0 Ilion
women N factories.

- M oth@%nes became alabor

“ Pray for the dead and fight
like hell for the living.”
— Mother Jones
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which powers of privilege
will not go to keep the MOt

240 neS
workersin slavery.” 2 N

— Mother Jones

“| asked a man in prison
once how he happened to
ne there and he said he
nad stolen a pair of sho
told himif he had
arailroad he woul
United Sates or.

- Mother Don’t Look
Down!
Quotations Source: Mother Jones WHY THE MESS OBAMA
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Triangle Fire—(1911) One hundred and fifty people, mostly
young women, died in afireat the Triangle S@ﬁ Factory

In New Y ork City.
| Firefight@o ed soon after
the ala unded but

|adder reached the 6th

¢ f@rﬁd pumps could not raise
% to the highest floors of the
\;g >story building. Siill thefire
| & was quickly controlled and was
- § essentially extinguished in half
D). an hour. In this fire-proof
S8 building, 146 men, women, and
jl children lost their lives and
@ many others were seriously
Injured.




The 240 empl 0 Z\;"V} Shl rtwal stson the ni nth fI oor had
their escape bl g by back-to-back chairs and workbaskets
Inthe aid .:-tl 2\$5-foot long paired sewing machine tables

obstructed essgntial access to the windows, stairs, and
elevators.



| For endless hours,

pollce icers held
4 la light the
- while crowds

past victims
,ﬁ 1d out in numbered
- 8o 2. rough brown

& > " coffins. Asthe dead
g‘ ‘“’ / ®  wereidentified the

¢ - coffin was closed

: l‘Sff ,.,,,A__'.:' = and moved
Wt - aside. Forty-three
were identified by
sunrise on Sunday

"‘\ »
‘ .
i Sx days later 7 were

still unrecognized.




Labor unions, religious gammunities, political groups and social
reform organi zattons assembl ed to mourn the lost lives and
demand r g In worker protection. At timesthelr
differences inyyethods and priorities threatened to take back
gains made in public awareness and the commitment to act.



Few of the terrified workers on the 9th
floor knew that a fire escapewas hidden
behind iron window shu
- descended next to the bui
~ =8 those fleging to cli n through

Wl flames as they str past other
shutters stuc across their path. The

h% deemed inadequate and
érialfrom which it was made was




Eyvewitness at the Triangle
By, William G. Shepherd

| was walking through Washington $q
of smoke issuing from the factory buildin
reached the building before the alarm
every feature of the tragedy visible fro tside the building. |
learned a new sound--amore @r@s@und than description

can picture. It was the thud 6@ Ing, living body on a
stone sidewalk.

Thud—dead, thu , thud—dead, thud—dead.
Sixty-two thud— them that, because the sound
and the thought of ame to me each time, at the same

enty of chance to watch them as they
came dow e height was eighty feet.

The firstten thud—deads shocked me. | |looked up—
saw that there were scores of girls at the windows. The flames

Instant. There




from the floor below were beating in their faces. Somehow |
knew that they, too, must come down, and something within
me—something that | didn't know Wasthere% me.

| even watched one girl falling. Waw arms, trying
to keep her body upright until the very j @she struck the

sidewalk, she was trying to balance h . Then came the
thud--then a silent, unmoving gil@@thi ng and twisted,

broken limbs. %

As| reached the scen% éfire, acloud of smoke
hung over the building. . oked up to the seventh floor.
A each window—four screaming
heads of girls wavj 2r arms.

"Call the fir ey screamed—scores of them. "Get a
ladder," ¢ hers. They were all as alive and whole and
sound as werewe who stood on the sidewalk. | couldn't help
thinking of that. We cried to them not to jump. We heard the




siren of afire enginein the distance. The other sirens sounded
from several directions.
"Here they come," we yelled. "Don't j@y there."
One girl climbed onto the window ose behind
her tried to hold her back. Then she d@to space. |
didn't notice whether those above wat er drop because |

had turned away. Then came t@at{@@hud. | looked up,
Indow sill; others were

another girl was climbing on%

crowding behind her. She dropped:. | watched her fall, and

again the dreadful sounc wi ndows away two girls were
: ere fighting each other and

crowding for air. Behindthem | saw many screaming heads.

They fell amost:together, but | heard two distinct thuds. Then
the flames through the windows on the floor below
nem, and cu up into thelir faces.

As | reached the scene of thefire, a cloud of smoke



hung over the building. . . . | looked up to the seventh floor.
There was aliving picture in each window—fo reaming
heads of girls waving their arms.

"Call the firemen," they screamed of them.
"Get aladder,” cried others. They wer Ive and whole
and sound as were we who stood on thesidewalk. | couldn't
help thinking of that. We cri %@@m to jump. We heard
the siren of afireengineint ce. The other sirens
sounded from several directi

"Here they come,"

U

elled. "Don't jJump; stay there."

Onegirl cli @3’ re' the window sash. Those behind
her tried to hold her back. Then she dropped into space. |
didn't notice % those above watched her drop because |
had turn . ‘Phen came that first thud. | looked up,
another girl climbing onto the window sill; others were

crowding behind her. She dropped. | watched her fall, and



again the dreadful sound. Two windows away two girls were
climbing onto the sill; they were fighting each other and
crowding for air. Behind them | saw many s@ heads.
They fell almost together, but | heard two i t thuds. Then
the flames burst out through the windo @'@ floor below
them, and curled up into their faces.

The firemen began to raise aladdér-Qthers took out alife net
and, while they were rushi néﬁ% idewalk with it, two more

girls shot down. ﬁér

Thefiremen held | them; the bodies broke
It...Beforethey c he net another girl's body flashed
through it. Theth@ég ejust as loud, it seemed, asif there

had been no n . It seemed to me that the thuds were so
loud that t Ight have been heard all over the city.

The firemen raised the longest ladder. It reached only to
the sixth floor. | saw thelast girl jump at it and missit. And



then the faces disappeared from the window. But now the

crowd was enormous, though all this had occurred.in less than
seven minutes, the start of the fire and the th deaths.

| heard screams around the corner ried there.
What | had seen before was not so terri hat had
followed. Up in the [ninth] floor girls burning to death

before our very eyes. They were) &d in the windows. No
one was lucky enough to be

Jump, It seemed. But, one
A e the bodies In a shower,
hodies, with disheveled hair

torches, suffering ones, fell inertly, only
mtent that d should come to them on the sidewalk instead
of in the furnace behind them.



On the sidewalk lay heaps of broken bodies. A policeman later
went about with tags, which he fastened with wires{o the wrists
of the dead girls, numbering each with alead pehc
him fasten tag no. 54 to the wrist of agirl w
engagement ring. A fireman who came rsfrom the
building told me that there were at |east fifty)bodies in the big
room on the seventh floor. Another fi told me that more

girls had jumped down an air ¥ the rear of the building. |
went back there, into the nw@rt, and saw a heap of dead

Yo the firemen's hose that ran into the
red with blood. | looked upon the heap
of dead bodies remembered these girls were the shirtwaist
makers. | r their great strike of last year in which these

same girls hackdemanded more sanitary conditions and more saf ety
precautions in the shops. These dead bodies were the answer.

gutter were actually Ste
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INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS!
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