Objective: To examine why European nations wanted
to discover new trade routes to Asia and thetkearly
explorations.

Do Now: What is a monopoly, and a@ good for
consumers? Why, or why not?




Economic Principle of the “Middle Man”
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“Skipping the Middle Man”
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Europeans were tired of paying the Italians high prices for Asian
oroducts. What did they do about it?

o O T Eastern Mediterranean
L J ] Pl e
° ¥ Ty = - MNaorthern Europe
o i ) e T -3 ' South Asia
!.Euulh Eastern Europe

. il
LEv@sd

| Western Medilerrancan
e

Europeans began “skipping the middle man”, sailing directly to
Asia to buy their products at a lower price.



Equat or

"The Unknown”

Map of African coast discovered by
expeditions sponsored by Prince Henry



* In 1487, Bartholomew Dias reached the Southern tip of Africa.
|

Portugal

Bartholomew Dias eaeed



* In 1497, Vasco da Gama sailed around Africa, reaching India.

Portugal



Africa’s Kingdoms and Empires
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African Middle
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rch cultures

h as Mali,
Ghana, and
Songhal were at
the center of the
trade routes
between North and
West Africa.

* They wererich
In gold, ivory,

| iron, and daves.



 Portugal was the first
- country to bring slavesto
Europ

1 1-1841,
|mately 11 million

cans were endlaved.

large dlave auction w held In Lagos in 1445. It was described by one
witness as a "terpble scene of misery and disorder”. By 1455, 800
Africans were transported to Portugal annually.



